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Principal’s Welcome
On behalf of the community of Carwatha 
College P-12, I welcome your interest in our 
school and invite you to learn more about us. 
Carwatha is a government school, providing 
for students from Preparatory level through 
to Year 12 on the one site. The size of the 
College and the emphasis on developing and 
maintaining positive relationships means that 
we know each student as an individual. With 
700 students we can provide more personal 
supports and opportunities for your child. As 
such, it is “a College for the whole family”. 
This, together with the truly multi-cultural 
nature of our school population, supports a 
very caring and inclusive environment.

The P-12 nature of our school is a great 
strength, for both primary and secondary 
sections of the school. Staff work across 
sectors and both students and staff have 
access to facilities and expertise that would 
not be available in stand-alone primary and 
secondary schools. Our Year 7 students 
undertake an extensive transition program 
which begins in their primary years and 
continues throughout their first year of 
secondary education. 

Parents and visitors compliment us on the 
warm and orderly school atmosphere and the 
strong sense of community. We encourage 
our students to develop high expectations 
about themselves, their work and how they 
present themselves and this is supported by 
our values of RESPECT, COMMITMENT, 
TEAMWORK AND EXCELLENCE.
At Carwatha College P-12 we aim to 
challenge our students intellectually, support 
them in their learning and provide a safe and 
happy environment for them at school.

We have a dedicated team of skilled teachers 
at Carwatha College P 12. The academic 
progress of each student is of paramount 
importance to us, thus students have the 
opportunity to work in ability groups from 

Prep up until Year 9 ensuring that they are 
provided with a challenging and appropriate 
curriculum. 

We have outstanding success in growing 
the academic learning of our students. Our 
most talented students are challenged and 
accelerated through our V3 program. At 
Carwatha College P–12 all students study 
VCE over 3 years. That extra year of our 
personalised, innovative approach to senior 
studies means your child has a greater chance 
of success and opportunity to achieve a higher 
ATAR. Our V3 program empowers students 
to achieve better results, seek out better 
opportunities and make better choices.

We welcome visitors to our learning community 
and I look forward to you joining us for what 
I guarantee is an education full of challenges 
and opportunity. Our motto “Learning Together” 
is a reflection of our commitment to work in 
partnership with parents and students to achieve 
the best possible educational outcomes for all of 
our students.

Patrick Mulcahy
Principal



At Carwatha, families find a real benefit  
in the Prep to Year 12 journey.

For a student’s entire education, we offer:

•  One constant set of college values, culture and philosophy

•  Consistency of college leadership

•  A progressive sequential curriculum

•  A positive and supportive learning environment

•  Consistency in our approach to student wellbeing and discipline

•  Education at one location

•  Ongoing partnership with parents

•  Excellent facilities

A College for the Whole Family
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Personalising Learning
We personalise the learning for all of our students. This means our 
teaching practices ensure that each child’s individual needs are met. 



A Caring and Positive Environment
Carwatha is committed to providing a safe and positive learning environment that 

ensures that all students have the opportunity to meet their potential.  Our College values 

of Respect, Commitment, Teamwork and Excellence underpin this.

All students have the right:

•  To be safe at school.

•  To be treated with respect by all members of the college community.

•  To work and play without interference.

•  To receive appropriate and challenging educational programs.

The College operates on five fundamental rules:

•  Work to the best of your ability.

•  Show respect for others.

•  Behave in a safe and responsible manner.

•  Respect the property and privacy of others.

•  Wear full and correct College uniform.
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Carwatha prides itself on welcoming and offering support to its students and their 
families.  The college is well known for its comprehensive approach to student 
wellbeing.  We recognise that student wellbeing is essential to providing students 
with the best opportunity of success in their schooling.  We place great emphasis 
on developing each student’s personal skills, social skills and resilience.  The truly 
multicultural nature of our college community helps support a very caring and 
inclusive ethos.



Teaching and Learning
Prep to Year 2 Laying the Foundations

• Developing literacy and numeracy skills through a personalised approach 

• Building confidence, self-esteem and a sense of belonging

Years 3-6 Building Depth and Breadth 

• An engaging and challenging curriculum that caters for different learning styles

• Smooth transition from primary to secondary schooling

Years 7-9 Consolidating Learning and Preparing for Senior Years

• Deeper connections between learning and the wider world

• Students prepare to become more independent in their learning

 Years 10-12 (V3) Establishing Pathways and Looking to the Future

• All students undertake VCE over 3 years, starting in Year 10

• Extra year of senior studies provides greater chance of success and increased ATAR results

•  Diverse pathways including VCE, Vocational Education and Training in  

Schools (VETis) and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)
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•  Students learn in an environment where 

teachers have high expectations and  

know their students well.

•  We believe that all students can learn  

and our highly individualised approach 

ensures success.

•  Our teachers work to improve the academic 
outcomes of all students with a constant 
focus on improving their learning.

•  The success of our students in learning is 
based on continuously improving the quality 
of our teaching. Our teachers are committed 
to ongoing learning.

Curriculum



Primary Years 
Our Primary program aims to provide a safe, fun and caring environment where children are 
encouraged to develop independence and a feeling of belonging to school. A priority for our College 
is the development of literacy and numeracy skills. 

A daily classroom program includes:

•  Dedicated 2 hour Literacy  block including lessons in reading and writing that are targeted to 
individual student’s needs.

•  Dedicated 1 hour Numeracy block, including specific lessons based on number, measurement, 
geometry and statistics and probability that are also targeted to individual student’s needs. 

Other features of our Primary program include:

•  An opportunity for all students to develop skills and knowledge in geography, history, thinking 
processes, design, creativity & technology, social and emotional learning and civics & citizenship 
as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.

• Art lessons where students develop creativity while working with a variety of materials.

•  Physical Education lessons where students develop co-ordination skills, game sense and the 
importance of living a healthy lifestyle.

•  STEM lessons where students combine Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths to solve 
problems.

•  Digital Technology – IPads, interactive whiteboards, computers, digital and video cameras and 
a range of software and web-based applications are used extensively to support learning in a 
variety of classroom activities and during designated ICT lessons. 

A SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY



•  Science lessons where students perform experiments in a Science Laboratory and develop 
Scientific literacy and inquiry skills in a variety of areas (Biological, Chemical, Physical & Earth and 
Space).

•  Sport where students in grades 1 to 6 learn a variety of skills and rules of different sports, both 
team and individual based.

•   PMP where students in Prep/Foundation develop motor skills while completing a variety of 
different physical activities. 

•  Excursions and Incursions – at least 2 excursions and 2 incursions are planned per year to give 
hands-on experiences and build a wider knowledge of the topics studies. 

•  Mad on Music Program is offered to students (extra charge) to provide opportunities to learn 
keyboard, guitar or singing.

•  Grade 5/6 Camp for students to support their social development and build skills in team-work 
and communication. 

•  Better Buddies Program where students in Prep/Foundation work with a Grade 6 buddy to 
develop a multi-age friendship and work co-operatively on a variety of activities. 

•  Year 9 Reading Program where students in Year 9 regularly read to, and listen to, Primary 
students read, to further their skills and confidence and to promote a love of reading. 

• Intensive swimming program is offered to all students. 

•  Dance program where all students learn a choreographed dance routine and perform at the 
Primary concert. 

CARWATHA COLLEGE P-12



V3
Year 10, 11 and 12 study VCE over three years.
The College stands apart from all other secondary schools in the area as it offers the V3 program – 
where all senior students study VCE over three years.  Students start their Unit 1 & 2 subjects at Year 10 
or V1 and then spread their Unit 3 & 4 subjects over their last two years of senior school, Year 11 or V2 
and Year 12 or V3. Our teaching staff are committed to assisting students to achieve success in all areas 
of their VCE.

Why V3?
Our senior year’s program maximise our student’s chances of success. Over three years students have 
more choice and opportunity to complete the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE).  
Each student follows a program, which suits his or her individual needs with the opportunity to study a 
broad range of subjects and to retake a number of Unit 3 & 4 subjects for a second time if they choose.

Through extensive subject and career course counselling and mentoring, students and their families plan 
a three year program that suits their needs.  We offer a strong breadth of VCE subjects, including VET.  
Our feedback from students and families in the V3 program is overwhelmingly positive.  The success of 
students doing Unit 3 & 4 subjects in Year 11 or V2 to date has been outstanding.

Yearly we survey our students about V3 and some of their thoughts include:

“V3 gives us a head start and accelerates us in the competition of VCE” 

“V3 gave me a chance to try extra subjects because I had 3 years to get my VCE”

“ V3 allowed me as a Year 9 student to enter the senior school and be treated seriously as I began my 
VCE years.”

“I love that I got to choose from a big variety of subjects and to personalise what I wanted to do”

“ I was so happy with my results in V3 – they just got stronger every year as I studied new VCE subjects” 

That extra year of VCE study means that every child gets a chance to study more VCE subjects and 
develop a pathway that best suits them.  There is opportunity to try subjects and discover where their 
excellence lies.  
Our V3 program allows students to repeat Unit 3 & 4 subjects, to improve their ATAR by the third year. 

A SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY



A dedicated program for high  
achieving students
This program will be exclusive and selective. 
Students who show high academic aptitude and 
have high academic aspirations are encouraged to 
apply to our SEE program. 

Program Goals
SEE has been developed to address the needs of 
high achieving students who demonstrate academic 
excellence, high levels of task commitment and 
outstanding creativity. A ‘high achiever’ must be 
prepared to take on the challenges offered, be willing 
to take risks and to set more challenging goals.

The program aims to allow students to:

•  Develop deep understanding and critical  
thinking skills

•  Enhance their ability to work with more abstract 
and in-depth course material

• Become effective problem solvers

•  Successfully work as independent and 
co-operative learners

•  Create pathways to success for their future study 
and career aspirations 

Program Structure
The program will be delivered to include a:

•  Personalised curriculum with opportunities to 
respond to the learner’s needs

•  STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
Mathematics) Focus 

•  Curriculum differentiated through changes in pace, 
depth, complexity and teaching method

• ICT Rich program with 1:1 device 

• Curriculum Aligned Excursions

•  Accelerated VCE (V3) which has no traditional Year 10. 
All Year 10 students undertake VCE Unit 1 and 2.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Students in the program will fully immerse 
themselves in the life of the college. They are 
expected to participate in the following extension 
activities outside the classroom:

• Australian Maths Competition

• Science Talent Search

• Creative Writer Workshops 

• Public Speaking and Debating Workshops

• College Instrumental Music Program

• Leadership and Mentoring 

CARWATHA COLLEGE P-12

SEE - Suceed Enhance Extend

Support and Pathways
Students in the program are supported and carefully monitored by key staff, including a team of hand selected, high 
quality teaching staff to ensure that their specific needs are being catered for. They are provided with the chance to 
explore future pathways and career opportunities while completing goal-setting and study enhancement programs. 



Beyond the Classroom
Carwatha offers a wide range of programs and activities to ensure that all students have 
opportunities to develop important life skills, explore and achieve in their areas of interest and 
build leadership capacity.

Opportunities include:

• Work Experience

• College Production and Variety Night

• Public Speaking

• Sporting Activities

• Excursions/ Incursions 

• Instrumental Music and Choir

• Lunchtime Activities Program

• Presentation Ball

• Multicultural Day

• Valedictory Dinner

• Primary Concert

• Children’s Garden

• Art and Technology Show

A SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Sports Academy
The Carwatha College Sports Academy is aimed at providing an integrated  
academic pathway driven by young people’s sporting aspirations.

• Fully Accredited Football program for boys and girls

• For students from grade 5 to year 11

• Scholarships available

• Visit our website for further details

SCHOOL ACADEMY
FOOTBALL TECHNIQUE AUSTRALIA



Leadership
• Junior School Council

• Primary and Secondary College Captains 

• Primary and Secondary House Captains 

• Performing Arts Captains 

• Sports Captains 

• Peer Support

• Student Representative Council (SRC) 

• Form Captains

• Student Representatives on College Council

• Year 9 Community Leadership Program

• Year 9 Primary Buddy Reading Program

Developing student leadership skills is a major focus across the college.

CARWATHA COLLEGE P-12



Facilities
Carwatha’s physical facilities are outstanding.  A safe and secure environment is 
provided within a modern complex, landscaped gardens and extensive grounds.

Features include:

• Dedicated Senior Years Centre which fosters  
 a positive and rigorous learning environment

•   Multi-Purpose Centre 

• Dedicated Year 7 Centre

•  Extensive Science facilities

•   Music precinct

•  Metal, Timber and Food Technology facilities

• 236 seat theatre complex with staging areas and orchestra pit

•  Two gymnasiums

•   Supervised fitness centre

• Vibrant P-12 library

A SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

More facility shots
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Partnership with Parents
We actively promote open communication between home and school. We believe 

that our students’ needs are best met when we work in partnership with parents.

Opportunities include:

•  School Council – the policy- 

making body of the college

•  School Council sub-committees

•   Classroom helpers program

•  Support with excursions and  

special events

•   Parents and Friends Group

Formal communication is provided through:

•  Compass- our interactive parent and  

student portal

• Fortnightly newsletter

•  College website

•  Parent notices

•  Student study planner

• Parent / teacher meetings

•  Progress and semester reports

Other parental involvement in the school  

is welcomed and encouraged.

A SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
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A school for the whole family
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Monash Freeway

Tours are available by appointment.

CARWATHA COLLEGE P-12

43 - 81 Browns Rd Noble Park North 3174.

Telephone: 9795 5848  Facsimile: 9790 1712

Email: carwatha.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Website: www.carwatha.vic.edu.au

Bus services available to Waverley Gardens from: Rowville, Dandenong,  

Chadstone, Springvale, Brandon Park, Southland, Keysborough.

The college also runs a bus service for families living south of Princes Highway.
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